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(Bereishis 15:6) Avraham believed in God, and He [God]

reckoned it as [Avraham’s] righteousness.

The Torah depicts Avraham Avinu as a man of faith. Chazal
(Sanhedrin 111a) also underscore his emunah:
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. . . HaKadosh Baruch Hu said to him [to Moshe Rabbenu]:
Woe for those who were irreplaceably lost. I revealed Myself
many times to Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov . .. and they
did not question Me. . . .
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(Hilchos Teshuvah 10:2) Whoever serves God out of love, oc-
cupies himself with [the study of] Torah and [the fulfillment
of ] mitzvos, and walks in the paths of wisdom impelled by no
external motive — prompted by neither the fear of calamity
nor the desire to obtain benefit; rather, he does what is truly
right because it is truly right . ..
This standard is indeed a very high one; not every sage
attains it. It was the standard of Avraham Avinu, whom God
called His lover because he served only out of love . . .
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jar b XpY 131 nx WY W3 The Gemara relates: When they took Rabbi Akiva out to be execut-
yoe mep ed, it was time for the recitation of Shema. And they were

l’? nipiona his f?esh with iron combs, and he was reciting Shema, thereby ac- . J:
! ceptingupon himself the yoke of Heaven, His students said to him: . / CD 1
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With regard to Avraham Avinu, Yeshayahu urges us: ({
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(Yeshayahu s1:2) Look to Avraham your forefather . . .

Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim (1:16) elaborates:
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“Look to Avraham your forefather”: . . . follow in his ways,
have faith in his teaching, and conduct yourself in accordance

with his character traits . .

the mishnab in Avos (Ch. 5) as follows:

The Talner Rebbe interpreted ()_
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Avraham Avinu was tested with ten trials, and he prayed as he
confronted each of them; this indicates the degree of his love
for God. [Ed.: for amidah as prayer, see Berachos 26b; see also
“VaYeitzei: The Nature of Leshon Ha-Kodesh”).
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The Rabbis accepted R’ Akiva’s reasoning:

Our teacher, even now; as you suffer, you recite Shemgq? He said to

DU 1Yy 7 NAX bYS 2 — On another occasion they [the
four Sages of the previous story] were coming up to Jerusalem
after the destruction of the Temple. wp ooivn 175 Wy m
D133 — When they reached the Mount of Tzofim™ and were
able to see the city of Jerusalem in its destruction, they rent their
garments.”’  nui b wunw vy — When they came to the
Temple Mount  mwpn "WIR N30 XYW Sy Ix7 — they saw
a fox emerging from the Holy of Holies, 1313 121500 — and
they started to weep. PO¥R XY 17 — But R’ Akiva
smiled. 15 3% — They said to him: PO¥R AKX M uen —
For what reason are you smiling? o3 onxm uER DY e
— He replied to them: For what reason are you weeping?
"IRY 27P7 1), 13 1INV Dipp 1 110X — They said to him: A
place about which it is written: the non-Kohen who ap-
proaches shall die,”™ 3 xby “1rub byw,, veay — and
now foxes prowl over it Should we not weep?

to him these words: RoRm) Ny RhRmy X3y
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I ~ ‘70:1:;19 ; ’7—? :u?? "QLE '?'m? them: All my days1 h.ave been troubled" by the verse: With all your
~JE0 g S X ']"93 23" soul, meaning: Even if God takes your soul."I'said to myself: When
X3Y voamn m@’m"l_f? KM omwx  will the opportunity be afforded me to fulfill this verse? Now that
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SR final word: One. A voice descended from heaven and said: Happy

One.

mawbs — They (R’ Akiva’s colleagues) thereupon said you have comforted us; Akiva, you have comforted
us.
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I am a Beinoni but My Way is the Path of Tzadikim

Aletter to the Ridvaz, Rabbi Yaakov David Wilovsky (renowned Tal-
mudic commentator, author, educator, and Rosh Yeshiva in Tzfat),
June 9, 1912

Due to my own imperfections, I do not deserve the name Tzadik.
If only God would give me the ability to say with sincerity: “For
example, I am a Beinoni/ordinary person” (Berachot 62b). None-
theless, there is no doubt that with the help of God the way that I
am trying to follow is the path of Tzadikim. Those who follow me
and connect to me in the way they study Torah and serve God;
those who follow me sincerely with a real faith in the sages, will
eventually merit to see the light and truth within this righteous and
firm path. (IR 2, p. 197)
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The Importance of Telling Stories of Tzadikim

There is great value in telling the stories of the Tzadikim of the
Jewish people. It is important to increase the impact of this in-
credible vision, of the life of spiritual people who elevate them-
selves above the superficial desires of life. Such people live totally
inside of the consciousness of holiness and purity, righteousness
and honesty. Their light shines and penetrates into each moment
little by little, depending on the person’s ability to receive it and the
conditions of the current situation. (EY, p.22)
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Emotional Prayers versus Intellectual Prayers: Rabbi Chanina Ben Dosa went to study from Rabbi
Yochanan Ben Zakai. During that time, Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai's son became sick. Rabbi Yochanan
Ben Zakai said to his student: “Chanina, pray for mercy for my son and he will be healed. Chanina placed
his head between his knees and prayed for mercy and Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai’s son was healed.
Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai said to his student: “If | would have put my head between my knees all day
long, God would not have answered my prayers.” Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai's wife said “But is Chanina
really greater than you!?” Rabbi 66 Yochanan Ben Zakai said “No. However, he is similar to a servant
before a king while | am similar to an officer before the king.” (Berachot 34b).

There is a type of person who journeys toward God through an intellectual spiritual path of service. On
the other hand, there is another type of person whose spiritual path of service is more dependent on
the goodness of emotions. Both of these paths are included in a good heart: the good and true intellect
that guides the forces of the soul as well as the good emotions that guides a person. One who focuses
on the spiritual service of intellect, their main goal is true and pure enlightenment. As a result, their
prayers do not add perfection to their spiritual path.

On the other hand, a person who chooses the pathway of emotions, their service will be elevated
through the act of prayer and its fulfilment. For this reason, this second person’s prayers are more
accepted. “God’s eyes are focused on the ones who fear Him” (Tehilim 33:18). Even though the service
of intellect is higher than emotions, nonetheless the prayer of one who places their main focus on
purifying their emotions will be more effective...Therefore, a person who serves God through the service
of emotions “is similar to a servant before a king.” While a person who serves God through the service
of the intellect is “similar to an officer before the king.” (EA Berachot 1, p. 166)
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